A proletarian critique of the Nation of
Islam - Melancholic Troglodytes

This is a proletarian critique of the U.S. based Nation of Islam (NOI). With anything between
20,000 and 100,000 members and capable of engineering massive reactionary mobilizations,
the Nation represents a significant counter-revolutionary force. The pamphlet looks at NOI's
history and evolution, the way it exploits its membership and its promotion of anti-working
class, sexist, homophobic and racist ideology. Melancholic Troglodytes hope this text will
encourage further analysis of NOL religion and race from a class perspective.

1) GENERAL HISTORICAL SKETCH

The impact of slavery

With anything between 20,000 to 100,000 members, considerable financial assets and
increasing political clout the Nation of Islam (NOI) represents a significant counter-
revolutionary force in North American society. In many ways the Nation has only a
tangential relationship to the Koran and Hadith (sayings of the prophet Mohammad), which
played such a central role in the development of Islam in Arabia and conquered neighbouring
countries. That a social movement, which transformed the world over a millennium ago,
should be so reflected in North American life is not without its ironies. The incursions of
Muslim slave traders into Africa provided the preconditions that would be subsequently
exploited in the Christian trans-Atlantic slave trade. The British colonisation of North
America was set out on the basis of religious mission which allowed for the enslavement of
non-Christians — originally Native Americans and then also Africans.

Some scholars have argued, ‘10-30% of slaves brought from Western Africa to the Americas
were Muslim, and many of them practiced their religion upon arrival’ (Steller 1996). Michael
Gomez looking at figures for the entire continent writes: ‘Given that between 400,000 and
523,000 Africans came to North America during the slave trade, at least 200,000 came from
areas influenced by Islam in varying degrees. Muslims have come to America by the
thousands, if not the tens of thousands’ (quoted in Segal 2001: 225). There were numerous
African Muslims amongst the early Spanish explorers, ‘either enslaved or hired, [working] as
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The question of slavery came to dominate US political life in the first half of the nineteenth
century. Firstly, as to whether slavery would be permitted in the new territories, which were
being turned into new states to be admitted to the USA. But in many ways this was fuelled by
a conflict within the white population with the concern that slave labour would drive out free
labour as had happened across the Caribbean and to a certain extent in the southern state of
the USA. The American Civil War eventually precipitated by radicals like John Brown whose
raid on Harper’s Ferry indicated their despair that the US state apparatus would respond to
popular discontent. Indeed even once the US state apparatus had engaged in warfare, many of
the leading generals showed a marked disinterest in fighting, whereas radical republicans
who had volunteered to fill the lower ranks of the army, and occasionally took field
command, served to provide the real dynamism of the invasion of the south.

The successful conclusion of the war swiftly led to the abolition of slavery in North America
and was followed by an intense struggle in the conquered South as former slaves asserted
themselves socially, politically and economically and plantation owners tried to ensure that
the land they owned retained its social quality as capital by subordinating black labour to
work it for them. The US Army by asserting their rights of ownership prevented the former
slaves from taking over the land. This was a period when former slaves, many of whom had
been manual workers, occupied political positions in a way only elsewhere realised in the
Paris Commune. Nevertheless the old Slave-owning elite organised the Ku Klux Klan,
established in Pulaski, Tennessee, in 1866. Most of its leaders were former members of the
Confederate Army. Any attempt to form ‘black protection groups such as trade unions was
quickly dealt with’ (Teaching History Online). Offering less wealthy whites, ‘racial
supremacy’, with all its real and imagined benefits it served to restrict the social opportunities
to the newly freed slaves who were forced back to the plantations under disadvantageous
conditions.

Racism modernised

Once the North had achieved its overall goal of submitting the South to northern economic
dictates, defence of the liberated black people and their radical allies was perceived as
superfluous sentimentality. Violence and Jim Crow laws became the order of the day without
the need for such a specific form of organised violence as provided by the Ku Klux Klan.
Nevertheless alongside the terror of everyday life, occasionally mass violence broke out, e.g.
as in Wilmington in 1898. Faced with a Republican-Populist fusion gaining elected control of
municipal and statewide institutions in North Carolina, the Democratic Party organised the
Red Shirts as a terror gang to intimidate black voters. This culminated in a Democratic coup
carried out by about 2,000 white Supremacists. After various gun battles which left about
twenty African Americans dead, the Republican Mayor and Aldermen were forced to resign.
Wilmington had been a town that had a black majority, including a substantial black middle
class. By 1900 it had a white majority2. The Republican US government did nothing about
this Democratic Party coup d’etat.

It was precisely this erasure of a black middle class, which fuelled Booker T. Washington’s
approach to racial uplift. Rather than just creating a middle class to be repeatedly stomped
into the ground, Washington lowered his sights in the hope of achieving some tangible goals.
Faced with terror, he became quiescent focussing on developing technical skills that would
allow some slight opportunities for former slaves and their children to become skilled
workers. It has been suggested that he was, in fact, purveyor of more radical politics, which
he hid from his rich white benefactors for fear of losing their support. This certainly explains
his writing style and media representational techniques. Carla Willard (2001: 629) suggests:
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for Chicago’s black workers, the economic and living conditions were already in decline
during the 1920s...as severe as the Great Depression was, it only further exacerbated pre-
existing conditions within the black community ... African American women in Chicago
enjoyed increased job opportunities between 1910 and 1920 but, unlike black women in other
northern cities, were largely shut out of industry ... [However] as wartime production in
industry contracted, African-American workers were fired and replaced by whites who had
returned from the war and needed employment.

The depiction of the 1920s Chicago as a booming and prosperous city is, therefore, highly
exaggerated. Again according to Canaan (2001: 164) ‘an estimated 34.5 to 50.1 per cent of
urban families lived under the poverty line...the unemployment rate of industrial workers
[averaged] 12.95 per cent between 1921 and 1926.”

Davies (1988: 20) has convincingly argued that the rapid industrialization of cities such as
Chicago in the nineteenth century tended to fragment rather than unify the proletariat (unlike
industrialization in Western Europe). He cites three centrifugal forces acting to pull the
American working class apart. First, in these areas industrialization arose,

without those deep roots in the artisanal resistance to industrialism which many historians
have stressed as a determining factor in the formation of militant unionism and working class
consciousness. ..it was this expanding urban-industrial frontier...with its constantly
replenished opportunities for small-scale entrepreneurial accumulation, that provided material
sustenance for the petty-bourgeois ideologies of individual mobility that gripped the minds of
so many American workers (Davies 1988: 20).

The second centrifugal influence was the Yankee vs. immigrant conflict that emerged after
the ‘arrival of several million impoverished Irish and German laborers who came in a flood
(sic) after the European crop failures of the 1840s’ (ibid. p 21).

To this was added cultural difference and religious tensions that American society cemented,
making proletarian unity more untenable. Finally, there was the problem of racism and
slavery. ‘As Tocqueville observed’, writes Davies about the 1850s,

the antebellum North was, if anything, more poisonously anti-Black than the South...
Although segments of the native white working class, especially in New England, eventually
embraced Abolitionism, they remained a minority whose opposition to slavery was most
often framed within a pietistic religious ideology, rather than within a clear political analysis
of the relationship between capitalism and slavery (ibid).

After the Draft Riot of 1863, which began as a struggle against the ‘silk-stocking rich’ and
ended up as an anti-black pogrom, even the Irish proletariat severed their links with the
despised black proletariat.

It is true that World War II provided some black proletarians entrance to hitherto inaccessible
areas of the manufacturing sector. In fact, ‘the shortage of labor led to the uneven integration
of Afro-Americans into more skilled positions; but, at war’s end, most still held unskilled
positions’ (Robinson 2001: 36). Many more languished in jails or remained unemployed.

Ideological influences

The Nation’s more recent ideological origins should be traced to a number of early twentieth
century influences. Shortly before World War I, two black movements were founded: the
‘Moorish Science Temple of America’ established in 1913 by Timothy Drew and the
‘Universal Negro Improvement Association’ founded in 1914 by Marcus Garvey.
Freemasonry, Gnosticism, and the Islamic creeds of Ismailiyya, Ahmadiyya and Sufism
influenced the Moors. Members were ‘advised to respect the inequalities of social
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The general intensification of the social struggle must lead towards a sharpening of class
antagonisms between the NOI and those who find their historical roots in the tri-racial (white,
black, native Indian) isolate communities of the past and the urban rioters of Los Angeles and
elsewhere. Perhaps to go forward in the 21st century the ‘black’ proletariat needs to reclaim
part of its tradition. How can the Nation of Islam prosper in a climate where the achievements
of Nat Turner, Fredrick Douglass, Lucy Parsons, Timothy Thomas Fortune, Angelo Herndon,
Paul Robeson and most significant of all, James Carr have become part of our collective
memory? Who will pay attention to the rants of a bourgeois demagogue like Farrakhan then?
The resurgence of the autonomous proletariat throughout the world as witnessed in some
sections of the anti-capitalist movement parallels a newly found consciousness that dispenses
with reactionaries such as Mao, Malcolm X, Lenin and Che Guevara. When today’s wage-
slave rebellions begin to be inspired by the 250-recorded cases of slave revolts throughout
American history, wildcat strikes and proletarian riots, who will heed the Nation’s strategy of
class collaboration? Once the universal proletarian program of the abolition of wage-slavery,
the money system, the state, racism, religion, sexism, homophobia and hierarchy are posited
forcefully, reactionaries like the Nation of Islam (and their ‘white’, ‘yellow” and ‘brown’
counterparts) will be consigned to the place they belong: the dustbin of history.
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SOURCES

(A note on sources: usually when the Melancholic Troglodytes embark on researching a
topic, we rely on the contribution of previous revolutionaries to help us negotiate the often-
tricky ravines of class struggle. In the case of the present text it proved impossible to find
many useful texts. Many of our sources are from the liberal/social-democratic academia and
some from dubious organizations such as the Nation itself, various Trotskyites, Stalinists and
the Anti-Defamation League. The latter especially has an annoying habit of employing out of
context quotes. The dearth of radical work on this topic and the general neglect of religious
issues by (western) revolutionaries are regrettable. We hope this text has gone some way in
addressing these shortcomings. Hopefully it will act as a platform for more erudite proletarian
critiques.)

Al-Azmeh, Aziz. Ibn Khaldun (London, Routledge, 1990)

Alan, John Black in Wartime (WebPages: News & Letters, Column: black/Red, 2001)
Allen, James R. ‘Conspiracies of Silence: The Political, Economic and Sociological
Correlates of the Tulsa Drama Triangle and Massacre of 1921°, IDEA: A Journal of Social
Issues, Vol. 5, issue 1

Allen Jr., Norm R. Reactionary Black Nationalism: authoritarianism in the name of freedom
(Council for democratic and Secular Humanism Inc.: 1995)

Anti-Defamation League Farrakhan and the Nation of Islam on Slavery in the Sudan
(website: ADL, 2001).

Anti-Defamation League Travels with Tyrants: Minister Louis Farrakhan’s 1996 Anti-
American World Tour (website: ADL, 2002)

Black Masks & Up Against the Wall Motherfucker (London, Unpopular Books & Sabotage
Editions, 1993)

The repetitive toing-and-froing of the pendulum serves to imbue the flock with a crass
activism, suppressing doubt by promoting dynamic disorientation. At first it proves to be an
indispensable party-building device, but the pendulum has a nasty side effect. Once it reaches
critical mass, it acquires a mind of its own, disowning the Prime Mover and transforming
whoever strays in its path into dependent junkies. The fact that Farrakhan has managed to
exert his power over violent faction fighting and contending interest groups within the Nation
is testimony to his personnel management skills. For example, whenever he was scheduled to
speak ‘all Muslims from a five-hundred-mile radius were instructed to be there for security’,
but in reality ‘[they were encouraged to attend] as an audience against a poor showing’
(White Jr. 2001) and whenever a minister became too popular with members, an excuse was
found to demote him.

Some clown of a founding father must have been over-dosing on Plato's Republic when the
Nation's bedrock was being laid. For the division of the Muslim commonwealth into the three
classes, gold, silver and iron (Ministers, Fruits of Islam, and rank-and-filers), the notion of a
‘necessary lie’ as mythic-glue binding individuals to their philosopher-king, the proto-
eugenic policy of filtering the defective and the prohibition on innovation in doctrinal
matters, fit a pattern ill too common in totalitarian dystopias. For a section of the proletariat
that experiences the alienation of American society more than most, the Nation’s assertion
that black people are angelic gods is a comforting sop. As bell hooks has correctly observed:

When people focus on the white media’s obsession with Louis Farrakhan, they think the
media hate Farrakhan so much. But they don’t hate him. They love him. One of the reason’s
why they love him is that he’s totally pro-capitalist. There is a tremendous overlap in the
values of a Farrakhan and the Nation of Islam and the values of the white, Christian right
(bell hooks interviewed in Z Magazine).

In March 1990 Farrakhan appeared on ‘The Phil Donahue show’ and after the Million Man
March, he was invited on ‘Larry King Live’ (see Robinson 2001: 123). The March itself was
covered by CNN in its entirety. Gardell (1996: 140) reports, ‘as of September 1995, Minister
Farrakhan could be heard on forty-eight different radio stations and seen on at least ninety-
nine different television channels across the United States.” The Nation is now an official part
of the establishment. That is the reason George W. Bush in 2000, while he was still the Texas
governor decided, ‘under his charitable choice plan, the Nation of Islam would be able to
provide various social services using tax dollars’ (PR Newswire, Feb 1, 2000). This was part
of Bush’s overall plan to cut welfare payment and turn faith-based organizations into primary
providers of social services. Music to the ears of Farrakhan who has been lecturing about
‘self-improvement’ and ‘economic independence’ for years, in much the same way various
Muslim organizations establish a welfare network around the mosque in order to strengthen
their political status.

In 1991 NOI launched the Three Year Economic Savings Plan, in order to catalyse the
process of capital accumulation. Members were asked to donate $10 a month. ‘Farrakhan
suggests’, writes Gardell (1996: 32), ‘that the government should support the Three Year plan
by allowing blacks to direct 15 percent of their taxes to the NOI savings program.’

3) THIS ASABIYYA AIN’T BIG ENOUGH FOR THE
BOTH OF US!

From asabiyya to umma

Asabiyya, Ibn Khaldun contended cryptically, ‘is a function of lineage affiliation or
something that fulfils the role of such affiliation’ - a kind of group solidarity maintained by a
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Once the recruitment drive is slowing down, the Nation withdraws inward in preparation for
the next opportunity. The risks to the organization are minimal whilst the rewards are
massive. For instance, during W/W II, when many blacks were fighting and dying for US
capitalism, there was a wave racist attack. In one year (1943), there were 242 reported racial
battles in 47 cities, including Newark, Philadelphia, Buffalo, Chicago, Cambridge and
Brooklyn. ‘Zoot suit riots occurred in many cities’, writes Bush (1999: 153), ‘where a
thousand white sailors and soldiers roamed the streets stripping zoot suits [a distinctive outfit
worn by young working class blacks belonging to a sub-culture at odds with the church
influenced orthodoxy] from Black and Chicano men ... FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover announced
plans to arrest communist agitators.” Whether inadvertently or by deign, the path was cleared
for the nation’s recruiting drive to commence.

Ideological contradictions

The platonic idealism, racial superiority and parochial aspects of the NOI's ideology will
always make it a minority within the Islamic Movement. Ironically, it is precisely these
elements that make it popular amongst certain sections of the black population in the U.S.
Farrakhan knows that any move towards Islamic orthodoxy is counterproductive, and yet
because of his increasing financial dependency on Sunni Muslims from the Arab world, he
has little choice but to make concessions to orthodoxy. For instance, throughout the 1980s
Farrakhan had preached that the,

Arab way of Islam is not the NOI way. The messenger taught us... that we don’t have to pray
or worship like you. You, Arab, prostrate yourself because you have an evil nature. The black
man is good by nature, he is a God (Quoted in White, Jr., ibid., p 185).

Yet when it suited his financial designs, and against considerable opposition from the rank-
and-file, he demoted the Nation’s two greatest past leaders, Fard Muhammad and Elijah
Muhammad, ‘from being divinities of the Quran to being merely great Muslim leaders’
(ibid.). In a recent annual Savior’s Day convention in Chicago, Farrakhan declared, ‘We bear
witness that there is no prophet after the prophet Mohammad’ (New York Times 2000). Since
Wallace Muhammad’s organization has been gaining members at an impressive rate lately
(ironically despite its orthodox interpretations), Farrakhan also decided to let bygones be
bygones. A meeting between Wallace Muhammad and Farrakhan was arranged with a view
to bringing the NOI under the umbrella of mainstream Orthodox Islam. This is another
example of the pendulum swinging between Black Nationalism and orthodox Islam
depending on the direction of the wind. In a similar move the Nation has given
Muslin/Christian unity top priority in its agenda (Gardell 1996: 242). Although it is
noteworthy that mostly black Christianity is being wooed, with Farrakhan still actively
hostile to ‘white-oriented” Christianity. In 1985 he said, ‘Very humbly, in the sight of God, I
[Farrakhan] am much more important than the pope ... You can’t compare the leader of a
false religion with God’s servant who comes to condemn it’ (quoted in Gardell 1996: 243).
As working class atheists who reject the very concept of god and authority, we see no choice
but to ‘humbly’ decline to take side in this fascinating duel.

Precisely because the Nation combines various elements from Black Nationalist ideology,
Islamic religion, cult-worshipping rituals and gang activities it always has to be nimble-
footed in its dealings with the outside world. The road to Armageddon has to be speeded up
and slowed down according to circumstances. In this respect, Booker T. Washington’s
inspired marketing techniques of offering a multiple choice of interpretations to
readers/listeners has served the Nation well. However, it is a difficult balancing act fraught
with danger.

This alienation was actively encouraged by the white judiciary at least since 1898 when in a
landmark ruling the railroad companies were given the go ahead to segregate their workforce
along racial lines. This institutionalised racism allowed up and coming bourgeois blacks to
set up enclosures within which primitive accumulation of (black) capital could shield itself
from unwelcome competition. Once the Nation's religious credentials were constitutionally
verified, their temples and schools could become tax-exempt. In addition, each member is
obliged to give a tenth of his earnings to the temple, although White Jr. (2001: 59) claims as
much as a third of members’ salaries go to the Nation.

Where the Moorish Science Temple were content to play home-spun economics, indulging in
the simple commodity production of heating oil, bath compounds, minerals, and tonics, the
Nation laid the foundation of more ambitious schemes, setting up restaurants, bazaars, farms,
bakeries, clothes stores, theatres, rallies and a regular newspaper network. According to
Robinson (2001: 40) the Nation ‘even purchased a bank.” And while the former appropriated
a Moorish identity as a legal method of resisting slavery, the latter (temporarily) spurned full
US citizenship.5

The early 60s heralded a Rubicon. By this time enough asabiyya had been stored in the
organization’s battery cells to last it a lifetime. This primitive accumulation of capital was
achieved through the ‘super-exploitation’ of black workers. Robinson (2001: 42) reports how
many members who worked ‘long hours in the restaurants and bakeries didn’t get paid for all
the time they worked.” Moreover, ‘with the religious ban on wastefulness and extravagant
pleasures, investment of accumulated capital was regularized and modern ‘rational’
capitalism became a reality’ (Gardell 1996: 115). However, the nation’s isolationism was
proving counter-productive and capital accumulation slowing down. Individuals like
Malcolm X were beginning to find the constraints of fake humility and political non-
intervention unbearable, and the American left's influence in Harlem was waning. At his
behest, and despite Elijah Muhammad’s initial objections the nation co-operated with a
sympathetic producer who made an hour long documentary called The Hate That hate
produced about the organization. Membership doubled from an estimated base 40,000
(according to C. Eric Lincoln) as a result of the broadcast. The influx of university-educated
blacks soon began demanding change and modernization. The switch from asabiyya to umma
(the false universal Islamic community) was inaugurated through a number of highly
publicized politico-spiritual pilgrimages.

4) MECCA CARLO OR BUST!

Entrenchment and expansion

In the same way that the asabiyya/umma dichotomy can only be fully understood within the
wider context of the periodical American oscillation between isolationism and expansionism,
the romanticized spiritual journey of Muslim leaders requires a larger historical canvass.

‘Islam is permeated with nostalgia for departure’, writes an American scholar (P. L. Wilson).
This is true so long as one does not lose touch with the material source of this nostalgia: the
Bedouin who fought enclosures and resisted Islamic urbanization; the annual de-paganization
of Mecca/Medina (Hajj) as a platform for kick-starting the mercantile economy; the long
voyages abroad in search of booty and imperial conquest; the Sufi wandering away from the
epicentres of Islamic corruption; and, finally pilgrimage to exotic lands as a tactic of
legitimising one's authority within a sect and against political rivals. All these earthly
methods of accumulating wealth and power represent the real basis of the idealistic notion of
‘nostalgia’ in Islamic literature.
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As the struggle develops, such is the situation of the Negroes in the United States, that the
emancipation of the slaves becomes an absolute necessity, politically, organisationally and
from a military point of view ... The Negroes are incorporated into the battle against the
South. Not only are they incorporated here, but later they are incorporated also into the
military government which smashes down the remnants of resistance in the Southern states
... But, when this is done, the Negroes are deserted by the bourgeoisie, and there falls upon
them a very terrible repression (ibid.).

It is noticeable that reactionary movements organized by bourgeois blacks only gain support
to the extent that the black proletariat has been defeated. This is as true of Farrakhan’s neo-
liberal agenda as it is of the social democratic program of Jesse Jackson. Again James makes
this abundantly clear:

Some of us think it is fairly clear that the Garvey movement came and looked to Africa
because there was no proletarian movement in the United States to give it a lead, to do for
this great eruption of the Negroes what the Civil War and the Populist movement had done
for the insurgent Negroes of those days (ibid.).

By the 1940s many black proletarians were engaged in seminal labour disputes in the auto,
steel and coal industries. Initially people like Henry Ford saw this as an opportunity to
integrate a ‘compliant’ section of the proletariat into the production process whilst dividing
the workers along racial lines. ‘First of all’, writes James,

[Ford] wanted them for hard, rough work. I am also informed by the comrades from Detroit
he was very anxious to play a paternalistic role with the Negro petty bourgeoisie. He wanted
to show them he was not the person that these people said he was- look! He was giving
Negroes opportunities in his plant.

The militancy shown by black proletarians in Detroit as well as elsewhere sabotaged this
project of co-option. Significantly, from our point of view, it also meant that reactionary
black bourgeois leaders had a hard task recruiting from these highly politicised sections of the
proletariat. Raya Dunayevskaya (1973) quotes a black worker from Oakland, California,
disgusted by the reactionary slogan of ‘Black power’:

Black Power has become a gigantic reindeer — hat rack with many opposing hats hanging
there, including the hat of black Capitalism. The possible unity of black and white workers to
destroy the system of capitalism is a punch at the gut nerve of all middle class intellectuals
and elitist groups, black or white.

Detroit at this period witnessed a number of significant wildcat strikes where ‘black workers
joined with white coworkers ... for better wages and improved working conditions’ (Bush
1999: 206). However, the union bureaucracy, which could do nothing about these acts of
solidarity, once again showed its counter-revolutionary nature as soon as the wave of strikes
was over. Bush (1999: 206) describes how,

in the aftermath of the strike, however, punitive measures were launched at some of the Black
workers. .. Despite the role these workers played in uniting these workers played in uniting
these traditional antagonists, the UAW [United Auto Workers] did not defend the workers
who were fired.

This act of ‘betrayal’ (since unions are counter-revolutionary it is mistaken to describe their
activities as betrayals), led to the formation of the Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement
(DRUM) at Dodge Main. ‘In May 1968°, writes Bush (1999: 207), ‘DRUM led a wildcat
strike in which Chrysler’s production dropped by 1,900 cars. This strike gained considerable
publicity for DRUM and led to the proliferation of Revolutionary Union Movements
throughout the Detroit area, at Ford and General Motors plants, and at the United Parcel

sweeping the earth’ (ibid.). After a chat with Saddam Hussein and Necmettin Erbakan (the
Turkish leader of what used to be called the “Welfare Party’), Farrakhan’s declarations
became even more outlandish. In Malaysia he seemed to have completely lost the plot:
‘America says she’s the only superpower left...but she better look again. Islam is the next
world superpower, and you will be the leaders of that world’.

The disciplining of Muslim proletarians employed by the Nation's temples (employment
guilds combining the functions of civil and political societies) through starvation wages was
ideal preparation for extending trade. This disciplining sometimes takes the form of a
spectacle, which has been described as a ‘mixture of Baptist revival tent service and a
criminal hearing” (White Jr., 2001: 86). The end result is to have a trouble free workforce
who ‘works for no one but Allah’. One member of the Nation has had the decency to call this
set up by its proper name: ‘we became the black Mafia!” (Quoted in white Jr., ibid., p 146).

The capital can be accumulated unhindered through Japanese fish trawlers importing South
American fish or thousands of sheep and cattle shifted across the country using a regiment of
trucks and planes.6 This bosses’ paradise is only occasionally threatened with workers’
revolt. When the Nation established its Blue Seas Whiting Fish Company, ‘members were
expected to buy thousands of pounds yearly’ in order to keep it profitable. However,
‘eventually members refused to buy the fish. Because of this policy, Blue Seas failed as a
money enterprise. In 1991 the company filed for bankruptcy’ (Whit Jr.: 2001: 92).

Throughout Ibn Battuta's journey doors would open and obstacles cleared from his path
almost as if an angel had taken permanent residence on his shoulder. The trick, of course, was
to be a Sufi initiate and know all the passwords. American black leaders have always been
wise to this. Noble Drew Ali, founder of the Moorish Science Temple, was a mason, as was
Elijah Muhammad. In 1775 ‘fifteen Negroes were initiated into a British lodge of
freemasons, at Boston. After the Revolution, the white American masons refused their Negro
brothers to set up a lodge, but the Negroes applied directly to the Grand lodge of England and
were immediately granted a charter’.7

Such attitudes fuelled separatist tendencies and strengthened the Nation's perception of the
whole of America as jahaliyeh (here land of ignorance). Consequently, unlike Martin Luther
King and the NAACP, the Nation organized in the North and won many converts. The
uneven spread of bigotry facing blacks required a flexible stratagem, hence a new double-
headed monster was concocted: racism and racialism. The pendulum began swinging once
more.

5) THE FABLE OF THE TWO LIONS

Racism/racialism
Louis E. Lomax (1963) has an amusing tale to tell:

I once debated with Malcolm X on TV in Los Angeles... As we were leaving the studio, we
were greeted by several white (sic) students, Moslems from Persia, who complained to
Malcolm that they had attempted to visit Elijah Muhammad’s temples and were refused entry
because they were white-eyed devils. Malcolm glossed the matter over: ‘Let's look at it this
way,” he told the Persians, ‘if a lion is in a cage, his roar will be different from the roar of the
lion who is in the forest. That’s why you couldn't get in our temples. But both the lion in the
forest and the lion in the cage are lions. That is what matters. Lions love lions: they hate
leopards.

Drew Ali was a lax racialist, believing in the separate development and destiny of black
people whilst permitting asians (Amerindians, Chinese, Japanese, and even white Cells and



:Jey) 91e)s 0} U0 S203 o9

(8161 swel YD) JUSUWLIJ & SB POJOB PUL PAJE[NWIIIS PUB PAJENIUT YOIYM 9010 € PIULIO)
Koy “a1510951N0q ULOLISUIY 9} 0} UOHE[AI UI “Tem [IAL)) d} Sk Joeq Ief se jey) ‘Kyunyroddo
1593y 3I[S Y3 & J]0AI 0} ssaurpeal 1ay) pue d[doad 013N 9y} JO SISSBW I} JO UOIIBNIIS

9} SI 4ons BOLIQWY JO S3JBIS PAjIu) 33 JO AI0ISIY oY) UI 91y Jey) Pulj 9M Jey) 0S "Wy}
SurisIsse woy YUON Y} Ul SILIBUOIIN]OAI d) PUL ‘TUILIOd WO SIAR[S ) JudAald jou pinodo
Koy Inq ‘Suraq awny ay) 10§ 9S[9 JuIYIAIOAR Juaaaxd pinod A3y, 10V 2AB[S 2AININ] oY) Sem I]

‘sowre[ syse  ¢ostuordwos jey) 90Iq JeyM ,

-asTuroxdurod € 03 auIod dARY pinom  Aderoojue[d, UISYINOS Y} pue JISI09TIN0Q WIYIOU
o} “Tep\ [IAID) AU} 2I0JAq SIOARI JIOUJO SNOISWNU PUE PEOI[Ie] PUNoISIopun Y} YSnoiy)
YINOS 21} JO SA0IZIN] JO SISSBUI 2] 10J J0U 2I9M J1 JI Jey) pangie sey sawer YD "9[33nns
SSE[9 JO UOIN]0A? 31} U0 1oedWI snopuawan e pey sey "y'S'N Ay} ur Jerredjoid yoe[q, oy

jyerre)aqoad yoeg

SNOISN'TONOD (6

"(PraD (isn Iy

03 pawn Aay) ‘ong s,J1 ‘surejunowr o) ojur sue[d o apmS 03 pary [senrioyine uerssny| Loy}
***, Jey) SWIe[d UBYYeLIR,] ‘BISSY 0] USIA JOLIq SIY SuLn( BLIAZ[Y Ul JNO PILLIED SOIOBSSBU
oY) 10} dWie[q 0] 10U 2IIM SJUBN[IU OIWE[S] Iy} PIUWIE[O UeP[elie] Joje] “}sIA SIy jsureSe
SUOI)EI)SUOLIOP JWIOS dIOM I} YSnoyj[e Uoznio ‘S () 9ieAlld e se ur pomoj[e sem 9 [OBIS]
Surpnpour ‘0qo[3 oy} Jo o3 dojs J[ISIYM IOYJoue 1A U0 PINIBqUId UBYNELIR,] I9)e] SIBK OM [,

"0J83S JO Peay © OYI] WIY PJeaI) PUL SUIINOI SIY 10 [[9F ‘Sonijod UedLIOWY JNOqe PIWLIOJul
[1om Aqrensn sueronijod uioseq 9[ppIA Jey st Sursudans jsowr st jeym sdeyrod (1007 1AV)
Koendsuod ysimof & se 2s0dxa 9[oym 2} papuelq A[JUSATUIAUOI ‘DAIIRIUASaIday [RUOnBUINU]
s uoreN 2y} ‘pewreynjy Ieqyy [npqy Jooid se £oq aae[s & paseyoind uoAd A3y}

sduwres [e10A9s pasodxo Suraey -jey) isnf pip ung a1ownjeq Y3 JoJ S)SI[RUINO[ * PUNOJ dALY
nok jeym pIoM 3V} [[9) PUB JOBQ SWOD PUB J|ISINOA J0J 93S pue 213y} 05 pue Jer| & dw dAa01d
g uepng ur AIOAE[S OU SI 219y ], :s10310darx 03 papuodsar A[riue oy 1odwo) SIy 3SO[ oY uaym
UOISEO20 dUO UQ) "P[NOd Y se 3uoj se 10} (WI[snjA A[3sowr) asauepng s10a31noq £q (uensLy)
Apsowr) asauepng uere}a[ord Jo A19AL[S Y3 JO aNSSI AUIOY) o) PaIouSI UBYYeLIe,] ‘Uepng uf

‘uondaoar Ksoxy
© UOAIS Sem BLIOQI] PUE BI[RI)SNY JOB[q B JO QINIXIW B 0} Je[rus A[snordrdsns 9oofoxd oy

"9WIT) TY) JJO SIOM WY} O] PUB “TAY} WLIOJAI WA} [Oorad) 0}

sn 0} way) 9AIS Surkes a1e oA\ "dIMINJ ou YIM ‘mou Y11 uosrid ur a1 SYoe[q UOI[[IUW B IOAQ
"Pasn J0U SI Jey} AIAY PUB[ JSLA B SARY NO X "PUB[ISYIOW INO SI SIY], "BOLYY 0} JYSLI & 9ARY
9M\ "A[LIEJUN[OA QABJ] JOU PIP OM 9SNEBIQ BOLIJY UI APISE 1S 3q AI0JLLID) JeY) PIYSE JABY M

1BOLIJY UI puUg[ 10J
puewap siy mauar 03 Ayunyroddo oy 003 os[e 9 *,3u0I)s ST UDS JIBp eam ST urys JysIy,
{POWIIE[O UBBLIE,] JOJB] SABP MJ] Y "90BJ-0]-008] B YIIM Peaye 05 0] papIodp inq ueyyerrej

y)m Sunjeduwr e pjoy 03 Jou 21nssaxd asuojul Iopun JWed B[OPUBA] UOS[IN ‘BOLIY INog
U] "eMIM -0JeS U] JOJIM d) JO UoNNnoaxa s ejunl Areyjiu ay) o S| opew 3y ‘LIdSIN U]

i119M SPUR 1B} [[oM S [[V N[ Sul[nI S Y} YNM S} JOSO[I-IOAD

pue .uonysoddo [eAo], Jo Aja5es oy} 03 ueyelre,] pue ‘(104 Y1) SpuaLy Ayny siy yium sapered
Jenrew pandsur-erpaur 9[qa9) pue AJINISqO 0} UINJOI UBD UdIpeysey ‘A)soIouds [eroueuly

SIY 10§ [[&D) [eul,] 9y} UI 9[o1iIe o1jayjedwiAs [euoIsedd0 oY) 30adxa A[uo ued yeypel) ‘og

JUSIMaf, pue yon(g, se yons swiIad} ‘puey Jo 1yS1o[s Ag K10Ae[s ojur p[os pue painjdes
UQYJO AIOM SOA[ISWIAY) SMI[ “BIF [BAIPIIA Y} SULINP Jey) J0J JUSTUSAUOIUI 3} JO IOISWUIOD
10 AInsn ur 93e3uo 03 sma[ Auew 0S dAO0IP Jey} wsIoel 3y} o jurod 03 s[rej yooq ay [,

(100T 1992MUIOT) SOSIOAUOD B JO M B JOUIIS SEM UOIJBZIUO[0D P[IOA\ MIN] JO SOIWUIOD
QWINLIBW JNJUR[}Y YIM Op 0} SuryjAue pey oym ApoqAue ‘MaIAIA0 d1sijdurs sy uf "AIoAe[S
‘uonjejodenxa Aq ‘pue ‘uoneyo[dxy pIOA\ MIN PUIYSq 9910} FUIALIP A} SB SOSIIAUOD

‘SOuIE[q J1 SJX9) DAI}OQ[s SuIS() * SIB[OYIS, UMO S UOIEN Y}
Kq Ud)ILIM SEM SMI[ Pue SYOr[g udam)dg dIysuorie[ay 10109 dY ] J00q SNOLIOJOU IAYJouy

'spany oy} Jo JursseS s uressny weppes

Surpredal suire[d [eIUAp Je[ruls sarLes 1adedsmau [[e) Jeur ay) Aepo IsnesojoH 2} Jo
Ayonuayine 2y 93u2[[eyd 03 A[9JeWI)N PUL UOIZ JO SIOP[F Y} JO S|090301d AI2310] ISIORI o)
ysiqnd ‘uordija1 Ap, e wsrepnf [[ed ¢ 19ped] 18213 &, JO[IH [[BO 0} UO JUIM UV} UBYMeLIE]

6" (4961 19qUIdAON
01 ‘syeadg pewrweynyAy) " "yieap Jo AYII0M SI W]OJ[BJA] St Uew & yons *** odedss jou

[TeyS W[OJ[BJAl PUE 1S SI JIP YL, “W]OI[R]A MO[[O] [[IA WOOP JIY} 0} IO [[Y 0} PJ[ oq O} YSIM
oym 950} A[uQ, :X WO ISureSe syIewar AI0Jewwe[Jul SIY JO dUIOS 0} Joeq PaIey SIy [,

‘(g01 d ‘prqr 1 anyAy ur pajonb) sSop 10y Juowysiund Jurg e SISy, Aunod

SIy} aprsur Y31 10mod 03 WO [[IM dM ‘U] JUSIOLINS U] By} SI UayMm Aes N0 X "Yjeap

yum noA ysrund [[im am ‘woos Aep auQ “ - no wiy ind 03 <" U0ITUIYSBA\ U [IINYD AI9A
123 03 Suro3 w, ] ‘mou 10J Jng "wrey [ed1sAyd ou yurod SIy) 1y UBWII[OD) YIM OP 9M OP JBYA

‘WY 9ZIJBI)SO 03 ANUNUWILIOD JOB[q Y} PISIN oYM UBRLIR]
Aq 103181} 9081 PUB WO, 9[OU[) UB SE papuelq Sem 37 ‘Q(S[I0A MIN]) .UMOI-MWAY, Inoqe aqif
JWOS-TIUL S UOSIIB[ ISSI[ pajtodar ‘Uewo[0) UOIIA ‘10310daI JOr[q B UAYM ‘QOUR)SUI JO,]

Jerrejoroxd

S 2Y} JO suor}oas [eosrpel A[fennudjod om) 9oy} udom1aq 93pam  SUIALIP UI [NJSSIIONS UIq
QA®Y SISIOBI YSIMI[ PUE Jor[g AIBUOI}0eay "YIM JOBIUOD JOIIP OJUT JUIOD SYOr[q Pasiooys
Jey) s19310]dx2 A[UO 2y} SaWII) e dIe oYM D)2 ‘SIOUMO-210)S 0)J2y3J ‘SpIojwin[s Jnoqe Suly[el
a1e op suelreld]oid yoe|q sia-e-sia diysuorje[ar 9A1e)o[dx ue Ul PuB)S OYM SUBILIOULY
-ysimar asoy y31y3iy o3 pue suerreydjold ysimar jo y3id ay3 210uTr 03 Ased SI )1 sisA[eur
Sse[o & 95.IN0oUD 10U S0P [ON Y} UIS (LT 19661 [[9PIeD) SISned uowwod 1oj Y3y e ul
SYOB[qQ UM UONI[EOD B ULIOJ 0} 10U} 9IoM SMIr, AIJuad iz oY Jo Jjey ISy oY) JnoysSnory],

-odoIng UId)Sed PUE BISSIY WOI SMI[ ISI[EIO0S

SSE[O SujIom JO Xn[jur oY) Yim ofueyd o uedaq uroned siy) ‘s9gg] Ay ur Sune)g--o[joid
Teonjode 10 mo[ € 1doy pue SuIUIY) JO AUI] JAIIBAIISUOD B 0] PIISPE SILINJUID

IUSJAUIU AJIBS PUB “YIUINYSIO “YIUSIUIAIS Y} UI PIIOA, MON] Y} Ul JALLIE 0] SMI[ ISIIJ Y,

:S180A 9} JOAO SUOIJE[I
USIMO[-YOr[g S[) UI SANIXA[dUWOd 3y} JO SWOS PAJeIISUoWap sey (ZSZ-9+¢C :9661) [[opIeD

(€T :1007 1889S) . **"snuA SAIV Y3 YIm saiqeq oe[q pajodfur Suiaey Jo pasnooe d1om

SMO[ "JOAIOJ QAIJOIAUL YIM SMI[ Y} SUISTUOWIP 0} 0O} WE[S] JO UOHEN Y} Jey)’ Uy eLre,
Jo diysioped] ay3 Jopun sem I, JUIXd dwos 03 ‘padipnford a1om JON Y3 JO SIOpe9]

snoiAd1d [[e 9[IyM Jey) SIADI[Iq [eFS "PaudIeAIY) Jou SI ssoq swdidns se uonisod siy se uof
0S SIMLIOUTW JYI0 YNm d9uel[[e [ednijod sageInoou A[2A1o. oYM ISIORI PINJISUOIIUN UL
Surewal ‘s1aped| s uoneN 23 Jo snsrunyroddo jsowr 2y sdeyiad ‘SIoT [oun) IO SIY YIM
Sunds ‘vonisod JueId[0) 2I0W B SPIBMO) PIA[OAD A[MO[S ‘SAem [joq Sunms aseyd JSIuLIOJu0d
SIY Ul oYM X W[OJ[BIA "SIAYIO [[& JOA0 s)oe[q Jo Ajrorradns oy} pasnodsa s19.1 10L1)S

' ‘pajedrpur Apeaife se ‘peurwueynjy el -ojdwo ] 9ouarog ysuooA a3 urol o3 (suersiog



the problem of drugs and rampant crime. Although religion was heavily represented on this
march by the Christian church, the Black Muslims’ presence was marginal.

However, despite the above-mentioned setbacks and the Nation’s failure to cash-in on the
Million Man March (1995), it still displays an impressive ability for the reactionary
mobilization of the masses. Yet it is also significant that as soon as Farrakhan raises explicitly
‘political’ issues or indulges in ‘anti-American’ rhetoric, he loses large junks of his audience.
In 1996 a more permanent solution for the Nation’s financial burdens was sought in
Farrakhan’s World Friendship Tour of a number of ‘rogue’ states, such as Iran, Libya, Iraq,
Sudan, Nigeria and Cuba.

In Iran he rubbed shoulders with ex-President Rafsanjani, personally responsible for the
execution of scores of proletarian revolutionaries. There followed a succession of ‘tea-
ceremonies’ with other fascist ayatollahs. In a large rally in Tehran Farrakhan’s hyperbole
was half-heartedly applauded by a crowd more politically savvy than our intrepid warrior:
‘God will destroy America by the hands of Muslims ... God will not give Japan or Europe
the honour of bringing down the United States; this is an honour God will bestow upon
Muslims’ (ADL website).16 Promising to use American Muslims as a pressure group inside
the USA for the interests of the Islamic Republic of Iran, he warmed to his theme: ‘We live in
the centre of corruption and struggle in the heart of the Great Satan’. A few days later during
his trip to Iraq, Farrakhan promised his full support for removing the economic sanction
imposed by the USA.

In Libya, Qadhafi offered the Nation a staggering $1 billion booty in order to fight America
‘from the inside’. At this point the US government became serious. If the dubious and at
times massaged pronouncements of the Anti-Defamation League is to be believed,

the U.S. Department of Justice sent a letter to the Nation of Islam leader advising him that the
Foreign Agent registration Act requires all citizens working on behalf of a foreign entity to
influence US policy to formally register with the Department as foreign agents.

Farrakhan is fully aware of how best to use Qadhafi, even if some of his less politically savvy
‘soldiers’ occasionally lose the plot. For instance, in the 1983 ‘First International Symposium
on the Thought of Muammar Al Qathafi’, held in Libya, a representative of the NOI, Maleek
Rashadeen, proposed armed struggle as a mechanism for bringing down the US government:

Imagine 70% of America’s army made up by well-trained, dissatisfied, angry black men and
women ... America is definitely going to fight a major world war outside, with a rebelling
black and white army and revolution inside her borders (Gardell 1996: 208).

Qadhafi, warming to this thesis, promised:

We support you to create [an] independent state, to create [an] independent black army. We
are ready to train you and to give you arms, because your cause is [a] just cause (quoted in
Gardell 1996: 209).

It is the way with rhetorical discourse that at some critical point it could become re-animated,
turn around and unexpectedly bite the speaker in the nether regions. Such was the effect of
Rashadeen’s Boy Scout machismo. Farrakhan interceded at this stage and patronisingly
criticised both Rashadeen and Qadhafi for being unrealistic.

We don’t need anybody outside of us to tell us how to win the fight ... Qadhafi can’t guide us
... My brother [Qadhafi] is a revolutionary and I told him that I am one too, but my revolution
has to be brought about by this book, the Quran, and not by buying weapons. Because I can’t
out-weapon the weaponman, see, and if I start arming the Brothers the government will come
down on us instantaneously (quoted in Gardell 1996: 209).

become veritable synonyms, so that the establishment of the Great Bank of Amsterdam in
1609 can be perceived as part of a Jewish bid for world domination. Some prestigious Afro-
American scholars such as Tony Martin and Professor Leonard Jeffries jumped on
Farrakhan’s racist bandwagon. According to Segal (2001: 238) the ‘Jewish involvement in
the Islamic black slave trade was relatively minor as well as intermittent’. And Henry Louis
Gates Jr., head of the African-American Studies department at Harvard University, has
concluded: ‘American Jewish merchants accounted for less than two per cent of all the
African slaves traders imported into the New World...all the Jewish slave traders combined
bought and sold fewer slaves than the single gentile firm of Franklin and Armfield’ (quoted
in Segal, ibid.).

In 1993, Khallid Muhammad, Farrakhan’s alleged flame-thrower went even further during a
speech at Kean College, New Jersey:

Everybody always talks about Hitler exterminating six million Jews...But doesn’t anybody
ever ask what they did to Hitler? They went there, in Germany, the way they do everywhere
they go, and they supplanted, they usurped, they turned around Germany and a German, in
his own country, would have to go to a Jew to get money.

Then with reference to South Africa, borrowing language from a western, he continued:

... we give him [whites] 24 hours to get out of town by sundown...if he won’t ... we kill
everything white that ain’t right in South Africa. We kill the women, we kill the children. We
kill the babies. We kill the blind, we kill the crippled, we kill’em all. We kill the faggot, we
kill the lesbian, we’ll kill them all ... Why kill the babies? ... Because they gonna grow up
one day to oppress our babies ... Why kill the women? ... Because they are the military or
the army’s manufacturing center. They lay on their back and reinforcement roll out between
their legs (quoted in White Jr., ibid., p 120).

Such unrestrained bigotry throughout the history of the Nation has manipulated politically
naive blacks to wage holy wars against all whites irrespective of their class affiliations. One
such case was the infamous ‘Zebra Killings’ in San Francisco during late 1973 and early
1974. According to White Jr. (2001: 28) the four murderers claimed to be following the
teachings of the Lost Found Nation of Islam. Calling themselves the Death Angeles they
managed to decapitate fifteen victims and permanently injure many more before capture. The
court proceedings exposed that the local minister of Islam had hired attorneys for the
convicted men. When a serial killer called Wayne Williams murdered twenty-six black
babies in Atlanta, Georgia, Farrakhan’s responded with predictable bravado: ‘You better start
finding the killer of our babies or some of your white babies will begin to die’.

Today Farrakhan does not display the honest naiveté of his youth quite so cavalierly. But
there was a time when he was less coy. At a rally for Angela Davis, he asserted:

Black supremacy was supposed to be something evil. Supremacy means to be top, to be the
Supreme Ruler. Somebody has to be supreme, white folks. You've been supreme for 6000
years. What's wrong with black supremacy? It's our day now! And some foolish brother will
say, ‘Black supremacy is just as bad as white supremacy’. How would you know? You never
lived under black Rule.

In April 1994 in another typical remark he warns: ‘I am going to be like a pit bull. That is the
way I’m going to be against the Jews. I am going to bite the tail of the honkies’.

Jason Glenn (1996) has correctly pointed out that Farrakhan, despite his rhetoric and
dalliance with Middle Eastern/African identity politics is a decidedly Western phenomenon:
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There, in the middle of this mall is the Washington Monument, 555 feet high. But if we put a
1 in front of that 555 feet, we get 1555, the year that our first fathers landed on the shores of
Jamestown, Virginia as slaves ... (quoted in Robinson: 2001: 125).

The March also cemented the wealth of the Nation’s inner circle through capitalist
protectionism. All rival yuppies, who had intended to use the March as a business
opportunity, were branded as enemies of Elijah Muhammad and the plum pickings were
reserved for NOI’s top brass. From the podium Farrakhan encouraged black men to ‘atone for
their sins’ and take ‘personal responsibility for conditions in the ghettos. He also took the
opportunity to once again blame Jews, Koreans and Vietnamese for exploiting the black
‘community’. The march was endorsed by the big public service unions despite the fact that
non-black male workers and black female workers were purposefully excluded from the
spectacle (Black History and the Class Struggle: 1996). In so doing, trade union
bureaucracies once again displayed their anti-proletarian credentials for all to see. According
to Marable (ibid., p 141):

Neither Farrakhan nor Chavis [the co-organizer of the event] has significant influence within
black labor unions or the Coalition of black Trade Unionists. Their core program was
designed to appeal in the broadest possible terms to racial solidarity, while saying next to
nothing about the growing class stratification within the black communities.

The economic analysis was, as indicated above, ‘taken almost verbatim from Booker T.
Washington’s program of black petty entrepreneurship and political cooperation with white
conservatives’ (Marable 1998: 164). Likewise in this case, some ‘white’ sections of the ruling
class supported the march as it both chimed with Newt Gingrich’s reactionary ‘Contract with
America’ and doubled up as a giant voter enrolment device in a country where voter apathy is
considered a genuine problem for capitalism. Marable (1998: 163) claims ‘approximately 1.5
million more African American men participated in the 1996 presidential election than in the
election of four years earlier.” According to Young (2002a: 6), ‘today only 9% of African-
Americans vote Republican’. However, there are various moves being conducted to steer a
‘fundamental realignment’ in American politics. Wallace D. Muhammad had already
indicated such a move when he refused to support Jesse Jackson’s 1984 candidacy, adding
that in his view, ‘on the whole, the Reagan administration had been good for the country’
(Gardell 1996: 113). The ‘maverick’ and unpredictable, although highly respected ex-advisor
to Ronald Reagan, Jude Wanniski, believes that, ‘Muslims need someone to unify the Islamic
world — that’s Farrakhan’ (Young, ibid). Consequently, he has been vigorously courting the
Nation of Islam. Young (2002a: 6) continues, ‘[ Wanniski’s] support for Farrakhan stems
from a desire to see a fundamental realignment in American politics to win African-
Americans over to the Republican Party. Farrakhan, he believes, is the key’.

Aftermath of the March

The aftermath of the Million-Man March was very disappointing for Farrakhan, although
ironically many black organizations, even some that had opposed the march such as the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, gained fresh recruits. He had
intended to use it as a springboard for loftier aims but his appeal failed to find a resonance
within the black proletariat. This was partly because most had come to show solidarity with
each other and not to be sermonized by the Nation. Cut backs in the welfare system, high
levels of unemployment and the mass incarcerations of several million African American
young men were the real grievances that the March refused to address.

Contrast the political achievements of this march with the march on Washington organized
by A. Philip Randolph, the President of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, in 1941.
Then the demand was,

worship. Men dominated the leadership of the organization.” Girls were taught ‘not to use
profanity and not to raise their voice” and the ‘proper bodily posture’ to go with their status as
the dominated sex (ibid.).

6) THE (ODIOUS) CHARMS OF NATIONALISM

Not all fascists wear shiny boots, you know!

At this stage a brief trawl through the murky waters of nationalistic pacts may prove
instructive in predicting future trends. Garvey, whose ‘ideas on the future government were
inspired by Aristotle and Plato’ (Gardell 1996: 26), began denouncing racial mongrelisation
and actively allied himself with the racial philosophy of the Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s.
‘Garvey even invited a KKK spokesman to speak at one of his rallies (the speaker received
cheers and applause from the black audience, but the U.N.I.A. lost many members as a result
of this and other actions)’ (Allen, Jr. 1995). By the 1930s he had become sufficiently envious
of the success of Fascism to proclaim, following Mussolini's invasion of Abyssinia, ‘We were
the first fascists ... Mussolini copied Fascism from me’.

The NOI was merely following this trend when they held a meeting in 1962 with the
American Nazi Party ostensibly to discuss partitioning the United States between blacks and
whites. Malcolm X later admitted that he was ashamed of having been a part of this alliance
(ibid.). A week before his assassination he told the press: ‘I know for a fact that there is a
conspiracy between...the Muslims and the Lincoln Rockwell Nazis and also the Ku Klux
Klan’ (quoted in Gardell 1996: 273). In fact, Malcolm X comes to denounce Elijah
Muhammad as a ‘faker’ whose ‘distorted religious concoction” and ‘racist philosophy’ has
been used to fool the gullible (see Segal 2001: 231). At the NOI’s annual Savior’s Day in
Chicago, George Lincoln Rockwell, the American Nazi was a guest speaker. He stated, ‘1
believe Elijah Muhammad is the Adolph Hitler of the black man,” and ended his speech by
pumping his arm and shouting ‘Heil Hitler’ (Chicago Free Weekly Reader, April 11, 1986).
Moreover, a Ku Klux Klan lawyer by the name of James Venable defended members of the
Nation who became entangled with the law in Louisiana. In this context Robinson (2001: 41)
has observed:

‘...Muhammad’s orthodoxy looked a great deal like fascism, minus the power.” Gardell’s
(1996: 283) position is slightly different: ‘To a certain extent, it is possible to propose that the
NOI represents a Blackamerican Third Positionist ideology.’

Fruits of Islam routinely harass mixed couples in exactly the same fashion as Nazi members
of the Ku Klux Klan or the British National Party. By the early 1980s, the Nation of Islam
had come to the attention of British Nazis.

The publication of the National Front, a paramilitary organization with a record of racist
assaults and attacks against black people in Great Britain, praised Farrakhan as ‘God-sent’.
The National Front subsequently distributed leaflets defending the Nation of Islam’s
positions (Marable 1998: 176).

In another revealing episode in 1985, Farrakhan invited,

Tom Metzger, the former Grand Dragon of the California KKK and the head of the white
Aryan Resistance, and six other white supremacists to attend an NOI rally. Metzger praised
the NOI ... saying ‘They speak out against the Jews and the oppressors in Washington.’
Metzger donated $100 to the NOI and said, ‘They are the black counterpart to us.” (ibid.).

From inside prison, James Carr (1987) understood this cosy alliance of scoundrels with
precision:
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proletariat receiving aid from the dead and living labour of another section of the proletariat
but the trend towards welfare dependency shows the chasm between the group’s propaganda
and the dire living conditions of the rank-and-file. The leadership, however, never seem short
of a dime or two. Farrakhan and his cronies always stay at the best hotels, travel, eat and
dress in style. Like good businessmen they are forever on the lookout for opportunities to
make a fast buck. The rank-and-file are indirectly used in these risky ventures as collateral.
According to insiders, credit card scams, illegal NOI drug busts and fraud are widespread
within the organization. One infamous example came to light when Minister Khallid
Muhammad, a leading member of the Nation, was caught falsifying documents in order to
obtain a bank loan to purchase property in Atlanta.

Contrary to current wisdom, the NOI shift of policy away from political engagement and
abstentionism began well before Farrakhan’s rise to power. But it is true that Uncle Louis has
given this strategy a more coherent direction, especially since the subtle shift in the class
composition of the NOI virtually guarantees proletarian compliance with every decision of
the leadership. For instance he endorsed Harold Washington, Chicago’s black mayoral
candidate. Washington narrowly won the 1983 election and ‘rewarded Farrakhan with praise
and admiration’ (White Jr., ibid, p 100). Farrakhan’s big break came when the far more
prominent Reverend Jesse Jackson invited him ‘to be a member of a coalition of black
leaders travelling to Damascus, Syria, to negotiate the release of black Air Force pilot Robert
Goodman, who had been shot down after illegally entering Syria’s airspace’ (ibid, p 102).

8) THE MILLION MEN PARADE

Reactionary mobilization

We will pass swiftly over Farrakhan’s claims that his inspiration for the Million-Man March
is based on his ‘vision of being swept into a UFO that took him to a larger mothership. While
in the UFO, he claims to have spoken to the late Elijah Muhammad before being beamed
back to earth’ (Washington Post, Sept 18, 1995). As Palmer explains this UFO fantasy is an
inseparable doctrinal link to the ideas of Elijah Muhammad himself who believed that blacks
were originally ‘moon people’ and that the UFO ‘mother wheel” was piloted by 13 youths
who perpetually orbited the earth, waiting to unleash global destruction on whites, while
rescuing all blacks (Palmer, ibid.).

The Nation of Islam was not deemed important enough to be invited to the original 1963
march on Washington. Some of Malcolm X’s fiery language may also have been responsible.
A disgruntled Malcolm X hit back by branding the march as a farce as it was ‘run, financed,
and controlled by whites, Jews, labor unions, corporate America and the Kennedy
administration’ (White Jr. 2001: 101). Asked his views on the campaign and its leadership, he
replied: ‘Martin Luther King is a chump, not a champ’ (Segal 2001: 239).

The 1995 Million-Man March could only be given the go-head (from both the NOI and the
US media) when it was safe to assume that the proletariat had been marginalized. White Jr.
(2001: 152) suggests it was also Farrakhan’s way of undermining a rival’s (Minister Silis
Muhammad) bid for a march to demand repayment for black slavery. Four years later a
‘battle over a newspaper route between followers of Lost-Found leader Silis Muhammad and
members of the rival and more powerful Nation Of Islam led by Minister Louis Farrakhan
had erupted in all-out war’ (Noel 1999).

As it turned out only the better off could pay the travel fair to Washington. There was an $11
registration fee, a $3.99 per minute 900 number for call-in registration, a $700 vendor’s fee
and constant appeals for donations from the faithful (Palmer, ibid.). Exactly how much of this
went towards paying the policing bill is anyone’s guess. At a personal level, the March

... blacks would disavow open agitation for desegregation and the political franchise; in
return, they would be permitted to develop their own parallel economic, educational, and
social institutions within the framework of expanding Southern capitalism.

This alliance with white capitalists was cemented through attacks on organized labor. He
referred to proletarian opposition to capital as foolish and even criminal, meanwhile
encouraging black workers to scab on striking white workers. A seminal instance of
Washington’s anti-working class attitude manifested itself during the Alabama Coal Miners’
strike. Marable again:

The Alabama United Mineworkers (UMW) had twelve thousand members, six thousand of
them black miners. When U.S. Steel refused to renew the workers’ contracts and ordered
substantial wage cuts, the miners announced a strike. The state government of Alabama
assisted the company by sending convicts to work in the mines. The conflict soon escalated:
miners dynamited the homes of non-union strike-breakers; police and company security
guards shot and physically assaulted UMW leaders; the governor of Alabama ordered the
state militia to destroy the tent camps of black and white strikers; and hundreds of labor
leaders were imprisoned (Marable 1998: 32).

During all this, Washington sided with capitalism and discouraged black workers from
striking, encouraging them instead to take this ideal opportunity to replace white workers. In
order to ingratiate himself with the ruling class and secure his position as the de facto
authoritarian leader of the ‘black community” he not only attacked other leaders such as Du
Bois13 but went as far as planting spies in their organizations! In a description befitting
Farrakhan, Oliver C. Cox has argued that Washington was ‘an intercessor between his group
and the dominant class...he was given wide publicity as a phenomenal leader [precisely
because] he demanded less for the Negro people than that which the ruling class had already
conceded’ (Quoted in Marable 1998: 35).

In a amore recent incident, Al Sharpton used the Crown Height incident to stoke up anti-
Jewish sentiment, organizing a march on a Jewish Sabbath originally destined to end
provocatively at the headquarters of the Lubavitcher Jews. Crown Heights is an area in New
York. In August 1991 a ‘Hasidic Jew ran over two black children. Gavin Cato died after the
Hasidic ambulance that arrived was instructed by police to take only the driver to Hospital.
Three nights of rioting ensued in which a rabbinical student was stabbed.” Uncle Louis
deliberately adds gasoline to fire by routinely accusing ‘Jews’ of infiltrating black
organizations such as NAACP and Martin Luther King's SCLC.14

7) THE PROMISE OF PAIN AND THE PAIN OF
PROMISE

Populism and the counter-revolution

The prime function of the NOI is to prevent proletarian rebellion and to keep the US
proletariat perennially divided along racial lines. It does this through the institutionalisation
of grievance and the spectacular projection of a tightly- scripted Armageddon scenario into
an indefinitely postponed future. This role has gained added significance since the collapse of
the U.S. left and various Democratic Party sanctioned Rainbow Coalitions.

The NOI's populist strategy demands a cross-sectional membership. The early phase of
development saw the emphasis on recruiting the ‘lumpen-proletariat’ (addicts, gamblers,
beggars, etc.) and unemployed proletarians. In fact, ‘Elijah Muhammad and other Muslim
leaders had opportunities to recruit incarcerated converts during periods when these leaders
were imprisoned for refusing to serve in the armed forces during World War II (Smith 1993:
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